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Chalcot Lodge Primary School proudly acknowledges the traditional owners and their rich culture and pays respect 
to their Elders past, present and future. 

 
  

CHALCOT  WEEKLY 

SCHOOL VISION  

Chalcot Lodge Primary School empowers all students to embrace 

learning, achieve their personal best and build their emotional, social 

and physical well-being. 
 



 

We want to thank parents and students for the great job they have done in keeping our school as safe as 

possible by following important COVIDSafe measures such as mask wearing, physical distancing, 

ventilation, getting vaccinated and rapid antigen testing. 

This has meant that our school has remained open and our students in class. This is a fantastic outcome 

and a testament to the hard work of parents, carers, students and school staff. 

 

Rapid Antigen Tests 

To keep schools as safe as possible, the Victorian Government has extended the COVIDSafe measures 

introduced for the beginning of Term 1. This includes extending the availability of free rapid antigen tests 

(RAT) for screening until the end of term. It is anticipated an additional 24 million RATs will be 

provided to schools and early childhood settings to continue to support early detection and prevent 

infection, for use at home. 

The need for this program will continue to be monitored, and may end earlier based on health advice. 

This is great news and will mean we’re able to continue identifying COVID-19 cases as early as possible, 

reducing the impact on our school and individuals. 

Department of Health modelling indicates that in the first two weeks of school returning, the program has 

already prevented more than 21,000 cases in schools alone. Their modelling indicates, assuming a 75 per 

cent compliance rate with screening of students, that by continuing RAT screening in schools for the full 

10 weeks of Term 1, we will prevent: 

- 61,000 COVID-19 infections in children aged 5 to 17 

- more than 150,000 COVID-19 infections in the overall community (on average 15,000 per week 

over 10 weeks, or more than 2,100 per day) 

- around 400 hospital admissions. 

 

The department will continue to supply RATs to our school for your use. We will notify you on 

COMPASS when you can collect your next allocation. 

Twice-a-week testing continues to be strongly recommended for both students and staff.  

 

Testing will be conducted at home, and students and staff must report any positive result. There is no 

requirement to report a negative result. 

 

Vaccination 

Vaccination is another key component to protect students and staff in school settings. 

Vaccinations for children aged 5 to 11 are open and third dose vaccinations for 16 to 17 year olds are 

now available. 

There are lots of convenient options to access vaccinations. These include state-wide vaccination hubs, 

your local GP or pharmacy. 

You can book your appointment in a few different ways, including:  

• online: coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine 

• by phone: 1800 675 398 (Coronavirus Hotline) 

• In person: talk to your local pharmacy, doctor, or attend a state-wide vaccination hub.  

• using the COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Finder - COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Finder | Australian 

Government Department of Health 

 

Ventilation 

Improving ventilation is one of the most effective measures to keep education settings safe. 51,000 air 

purifiers were delivered to schools by Term 1, 2022 to support COVIDSafe settings in schools. 

Up to an additional 60,000 air purifiers will be rolled out to schools ahead of winter to supplement 

natural and mechanical ventilation during the cooler months.  

The winter allocation will provide enough purifiers to cover all classrooms, in government schools and 

low-fee non-government schools based on current enrolments. This includes general purpose classrooms 

and other specialist classrooms such as art and science rooms. 

file:///C:/Users/09535158/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/ME58BNSE/coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/covid-19-vaccine-clinic-finder
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/covid-19-vaccine-clinic-finder


Mask rules will remain the same, with students in Grade 3 and above required to wear masks – although 

they will not be required outdoors. 

On behalf of the school, I would like to thank you again for your continued support in helping your child 

to complete the rapid antigen tests and other COVID Safe measures. As a result of these efforts our 

school can continue providing a safe environment for students and staff.  

 

Call for School Council Membership Nominations 

Our School Council is constituted to have 12 members, including: six parent members, four Department 

of Education members and two co-opted community members.   

 
The parent and department memberships are for a two-year period, unless a one-year vacancy is being 

filled.  The co-opted memberships are also for a two-year period and are filled by School Council once 

the elected members are in place.  Eight meetings are held during the year, usually on a Thursday 

evening, commencing at 5.30pm.  In rare circumstances, extraordinary meetings can be called. 

 

Our retiring members include, Tamsin Bearsley (DET Rep), Ally Keay (DET Rep), Melissa Kodogiorgos 

(DET Rep), Linda Dickon (Parent Rep), Etelka Ronc (Parent Rep) Jo Lester (Community Rep) and Paul 

Coad (Co-opted).  I extend our sincere gratitude for the dedication demonstrated and for the significant 

contributions that our retiring members made to our school and students.  I also wish to thank them for 

the wonderful support provided to me personally in my role as Principal.   

 

The next School Council meeting with the current members will be held on Thursday 24th February and 

the final meeting of the current Council will be on Thursday 31st March for the Annual General Meeting 

at 5.30pm.  The 2022 new School Council Group will meet after the AGM on that night.  

 

Members of the school community are invited to nominate themselves or other persons for the three 

parent representative positions.  

 

Prospective School Council members may either self-nominate or can arrange to be nominated by a 

person who is eligible in the same category for which you are standing. Nomination forms will be 

available at the office from Monday 28th February.   

 

Nominations close at 4pm, Monday 7th March 2022.  All nomination slips must be placed in the box 

labelled “School Council Nominations”, at the front office.  A list of candidates, nominators and 

seconders will be displayed at the office on Wednesday 9th March 2022. 

 

If we receive the same number of nominations as there are vacancies, the new School Council will be 

announced.  If there are more nominations than vacancies, a ballot will be held, closing on Tuesday 22nd 

March 2022. 

 

Have a great weekend       

Paul  

  



 

Assemblies Are Back! 

It was lovely to be able to hold our school assemblies once again.  Our new school captains did an 

amazing job running their first assemblies. Thank you to Pirla, Olivia, Jayden and Binal. We were very 

impressed with your organisation and speaking skills.  Congratulations to all our student office bearers 

for 2022.  We know you will all do an amazing job and be awesome role models for our younger 

students.   

 

Individual Learning Plans 

Over the next few weeks, our class teachers will touch base with those families whose children will be on 

individual learning goals for 2022 and make a time (over the phone or onsite) to discuss your child’s 

goals for semester one. 

 

Robotics Club 

Students who are interested in Robotics Club can meet in the library on Tuesday lunch time (12:50 -

1:20).  It will be open for students from Grade 2 to 6. We are very fortunate to have some wonderful 

families who will be leading Robotics Club.  Thank you to Kaelen MacKinnon, Bianca MacKinnon and 

Jo Weinman for volunteering your time and giving our students the opportunity to explore Robotics. 

 

Chess and Rubix Club  

Those students interested in Chess and Rubix puzzles can meet in the library next Friday at 12:50 and 

register their interest. Thank you to Jo Weinman for leading this program. 

 

More Clubs Starting In March 

We have more clubs starting in March. Linda Dicken will be leading a knitting and craft club starting in 

March.  We will also be talking to our Junior School Council about other clubs our students are interested 

in for 2022. 

 

Family and Student Wellbeing  

Every child’s wellbeing is very important to us and we are working with a range of specialists (Speech 

Therapist, Psychologist, Counsellor and Gardening Therapist) to help support our students.  Please reach 

out to me if you have a concern about your child’s wellbeing. 

Below is a useful list of Health Support Services that are available to all Victorian families: 

• Parentline – call 13 22 89 for this telephone counselling service for Victorian parents and carers 

of children up to 18 years of age. The service is available from 8 am to 12 am, 7 days a week. 

• Kids Help Line – call 1800 55 1800 for free counselling and advice for young people between the 

ages of five and 25. 

• Youth Beyond Blue– call 1300 22 4636 for free telephone counselling or visit their website for 

information, resources and support for young people with depression or anxiety. 

• ReachOut – visit their website for information, tools and support for young people with mental 

health issues. 

• Beyondblue -  call 1300 22 4636 for telephone support, information and resources for people 

dealing with depression or anxiety, or visit their website. 

. 

Have a lovely weekend! 

 

 

Tamsin Bearsley  

Acting Assistant Principal   
 

  

https://www.parentline.com.au/
http://www.kidshelpline.com.au/
http://www.youthbeyondblue.com/
http://au.reachout.com/
http://www.beyondblue.org.au/


 

  

 CHALCOT LODGE PRIMARY SCHOOL’S KINDER CLUB  
Invitation to all pre-school aged children to attend 

Let your four year old experience fun at primary school. Available to all 

children entering Prep in 2023. 
DATES: Term 2 – Wed 11th May and Wed 22nd June 

Term 3 – Wed 17th August & Wed 14th September 

TIME: 2.40pm – 3.30pm 

PLACE: Chalcot Lodge Primary School 

Make your child’s transition into primary school happy and smooth! 

Chalcot Lodge: a great school with an excellent curriculum to offer. 

TV Studio Radio Station STEAM 

Parent Involvement The Arts Sport Education 

Before & After School Care Language - Mandarin 

2021 PREP TRANSITION WILL OCCUR ON: 
DATES: Term 4 

Wednesday 26th October 2.40pm – 3.30pm 

Wednesday 9th November 2.40pm - 3.30pm 

December 2022 2.00pm -3.00pm (date to be confirmed) 

PLACE: Chalcot Lodge Primary School 

  

Thursday  24th  February School Council Meeting  5.30pm  Staffroom  

Friday  25th Feb School Photos  

Wednesday   2nd  March Junior School Assembly  2.45pm 

Thursday  3rd  March  Senior School Assembly  2.45pm  

Friday  4th  March  District Swimming Yrs 4-6 Selected Services  

Monday  14th  March  Labour Day  Public Holiday – No School 

Tuesday  15th  March  Curriculum Day  No school for students 

Thursday  31st  March AGM & School Council 

Meeting 

Staffroom  



  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef

.aspx 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx


 

 

 
 



 
  



 

www.playhq.com/afl/register/c16b
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http://www.playhq.com/afl/register/c16bfb
http://www.playhq.com/afl/register/c16bfb

