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Growing a Supportive Community of Active Learners

Connecting Communities Evening – less than two weeks away
I am really looking forward to our Connecting Communities evening on Thursday 18th March. This will
be a fun family evening with a BBQ, music, activities and an opportunity to share ideas. This event is
being run jointly with our amazing Parent Club. I would like to acknowledge the wonderful work and
support of Etelka Ronc and Linda Dickon in organising this event.
Kids Helpline
Kids Helpline is Australia’s only free (even from a mobile), confidential 24/7 online and phone
counselling service for young people aged 5 to 25. Qualified counsellors at Kids Helpline are available
via WebChat, phone or email anytime and for any reason.
Since 1991, Australia’s kids and young people have been turning to our professional, specialised
counsellors, no matter who they are, where they live or what they want to talk about.
Over this time, we have responded to over 8 million contacts. For some young people, connecting with
Kids Helpline has been a life-saving experience, while for others it’s about practical help and emotional
support at the critical moment they need someone to listen.
If you need to speak to a counsellor, call 1800 55 1800.
How to build your child's literacy skills from years 3 to 6
This is a follow on from last week’s article, on how to build your child's literacy skills from years P -2.
General tips
The first few years of reading is a wonderful time for your child. Books expose them to new ideas and new worlds,
and their imagination grows. Talk positively about reading so your child also values it. Continue to read as much as
you can with your child. When they feel confident, encourage them to take over some or all of the reading. Always
be patient when they are reading and try not to emphasise speed. Also, try to read as much as possible yourself to
model reading to your child.
These years are a time when your child will learn more about the world. Engaging them in discussions improves
their speaking skills. As well as helping them understand the world and their place in it.
In these years your child will also begin to write with greater confidence. The ability to write well enables your
child to communicate effectively It will improve their chances of success at school and in their future careers.
Encourage your child to write as often as possible, on a range of topics and interests.
Literacy can always be fun and engaging. Let your child choose books and activities matched to their interests.
Always encourage a healthy dose of fun and play in all activities. This will help foster in your child a love of
reading, talking and writing.
As your child gets older, they become more aware of news and current events. Discuss news and current events to
enrich your child’s understanding of the world.
Questions encourage your child to think critically about events help foster empathy. Questions also help your child
to develop oral fluency when discussing social issues.
Questions you might ask when discussing a news story or current event include:
 What do you think caused the event?
 How do you think this will affect people?
 Is it fair?
 Why do you think people think that/do that?
 What do you think will happen next?
 What could fix the problem?

Some other activities to develop your discussion:Read several articles together on the same issue to get different
opinions. Then discuss the different opinions.
 Have a debate on a topic, with you and your child taking different sides of the issue.
 Download and listen to podcasts on an issue, and discuss.
 Discuss different “What if?” scenarios. This will help develop your child’s problem solving and imagination.
Here are some tips to encourage reading:
 Continue reading together in later primary years, even if your child reads independently.
 Take your child to the local library often so they can choose, borrow and renew books. Visit the library at the









beginning of school holidays. This will encourage weeks of independent reading.
Encourage your child to borrow from their school library as well.
If your child likes an author, find another book or a series of books by the same author.
Encourage your child to read about their favourite author at their website.
Introduce your child to read different genres such as fantasy, science-fiction or adventure.
Introduce your child to reading a variety of texts, such as poems, music lyrics, and short plays.
Encourage your child to read non-fiction. The newspaper or an online encyclopedia might be a good start. Your
child may also like reading history books or autobiographies.
Encourage your child to use a dictionary to look up words they might not understand.
Allow your child to play age-appropriate video games that require reading.

Paul Poliviou
Acting Principal

Unexpected Visitor
This week saw our preps coming to school full time and also an unexpected visitor in our yard on
Tuesday morning. Thankfully, it was a flying visit and the kangaroo was off on his adventures before I
could ask him to sign in at the office.
Cookie Fundraiser
What a generous and supportive community we have at Chalcot. Together we have fundraised more than
$600 for the Szeliga family. Thank you to all the parent helpers who baked and sold our delicious cookies
and to all the families that made such kind and generous donations.
Go Team Chalcot!
Our Hallam 9 and under Junior Netball team won their match last Saturday (2 goals to 0). The team
scorers were Addi Mann and Aisha Khan-Niazi. Great team work was shown by all.
Choir
Our choir was busy practising the National Anthem and our school song on Monday lunchtime. We are
looking forward to the choir helping lead our senior school in singing the National Anthem at the next
assembly. Rehearsals for all choir members will be on TUESDAY lunchtime next week due to the public
holiday on Monday. Please remember to bring your choir folder and your best singing voices!
Chess Club
Those students interested in learning and playing chess can visit Mr H in the library, at Tuesday
lunchtime to find out all about the club. It will run each Tuesday at 1:30 – 2pm. Big thanks to Jo
Weinman who has volunteered to help.
Visit from Julian Hill MP and official opening of our accessible path
Julian Hill, the local Federal Member for Bruce will be visiting our school next week and will be coming
to our senior school assembly. Julian supported our successful Federal Government grant application for
the accessible path at our rear carpark entrance. He had hoped to see our finished project last year
however COVID restrictions meant that it was delayed until now.
Role of School Council
A few parents have been asking about what the role of the school council is, in order to help them make
an informed voting decision. Below is the role of school councils in Victorian Government Schools.
A well-informed and effective school council strengthens community confidence in the school and helps
to build and secure the school’s reputation.
The key functions of school council with regard to the school are:







to establish the broad direction and vision of the school within the school's community
to arrange for the supply of:
o goods
o services
o facilities
o materials
o equipment
o other things or matters required for the conduct of the school, including the provision of
preschool programs
to raise funds for school related purposes
to regulate and facilitate the after-hours use of the school premises and grounds
to exercise a general oversight of the school buildings and grounds and ensure they are kept in
good order and condition














to provide for the cleaning and sanitary services that are necessary for the school
to ensure that all money coming into the hands of the council is expended for proper purposes
relating to the school
to provide meals and refreshments for the staff and students of the school and make charges for
those meals or refreshments
to inform itself and take into account any views of the school community for the purpose of
making decisions in regard to the school and the students at the school
to generally stimulate interest in the school in the wider community
to prepare the School Strategic Plan and the Annual Implementation Plan — to be signed by the
president and the principal
to report annually (the Annual Report) to the school community and to the Department on
o the school’s financial activities
o the School Strategic Plan, and
o any other matters that are determined by the Minister
to manage the hire, licence and shared use of school facilities
to determine the dates for the school’s student-free days
o in accordance with the number of student-free days each calendar year specified by the
Secretary of the Department
to perform any other function or duty, or to exercise any power conferred or imposed on the
council by or under:
o the Education and Training Reform Act 2006, or
o any regulations made under that Act
o a Ministerial Order made, or direction issued, by the Minister under the Education and
Training Reform Act

Tamsin Bearsley
Acting Assistant Principal

JUNIOR CHALCOT LEGEND AWARD
Hasan al Musawi

Congratulations to Hasan Al Musawi for being selected to receive the Chalcot Lodge Legend Award.
Hasan has been chosen for showing empathy to other students in our classroom, always willing to help
other students feel better, and for being a kind and special friend to all of 1/2L. Hasan has looked after lots
of our grade 1s' this term so far and made them feel happy and safe in our classroom.
Keep up the great work superstar!

JUNIOR CHALCOT ACHIEVER AWARDS
Congratulations to the following students who have been selected by their teachers to receive Chalcot Achiever
Award. Chalcot Achievers will receive their certificates at assembly on Tuesday 9th March.

0CB

Amalia

0TC

Dios Apolonio

0JZ

Dior Leathem

1/2B

Lara Fares

1/2K

Talia Youssef

1/2L

Chloe Hume

1/2P

Enzo Ng

SENIOR CHALCOT LEGEND AWARD
Zolikha ali zadah
Congratulations to Zolikha Ali Zadah for being selected to receive the Chalcot Lodge Legend Award.
Zolikha has been a fantastic role model in and out of the classroom, she has demonstrated a great attitude
towards her learning and constantly uses her manners.
Well done Zolikha, keep up the great work.

SENIOR CHALCOT ACHIEVER AWARDS
Congratulations to the following students who have been selected by their teachers to receive Chalcot Achiever
Award. Chalcot Achievers will receive their certificates at assembly on Thursday 11th March.

3/4K

Aisha Khan Niazi

3/4L

Aiden Lin

3/4O

Csaba Szabo

5/6A

Binal Perera

5/6D

Dylan Jasharovski

5/6Q

Pirla Abouissa

Monday

8th

Mar

Labour Day

Public Holiday – No School

Tuesday

9th

Mar

Junior Assembly

2.45pm

Wednesday

10th

Mar

Little Frogs Playgroup

9.15am – 10.45am – Hall

Thursday

11th

Mar

Senior Assembly

2.45pm

Friday

12th

Mar

Icy Pole Day

$1 – Sold during lunchtime

Wednesday

17th

Mar

Little Frogs Playgroup

9.15am – 10.45am – Hall

Wednesday

17th

Mar

Kinder Club

2.30pm - 3.30pm

Thursday

18th

Mar

Connecting Community Evening

5.30pm

Friday

19th

Mar

Icy Pole Day

$1 – Sold during lunchtime

Tuesday

23rd

Mar

Junior Assembly

2.45pm

Wednesday

24th

Mar

Little Frogs Playgroup- Final for

9.15am – 10.45am – Hall

Term 1
Thursday

25th

Mar

Senior Assembly

2.45pm

Thursday

25th

Mar

School Council & AGM

5.30pm

Friday

26th

Mar

Icy Pole Day

$1 – Sold during lunchtime

Thursday

1st

Apr

End of term 1

3.30pm

Monday

19th

Apr

Term 2 Begins

9.00am Start

CANTEEN NEWS – LUNCH ORDERS
Cash orders need to be brought to the school office by Tuesday afternoons
3.30pm. Online orders need to be submitted by Wednesday 9.00am.
Lunches will be delivered on Wednesdays’ at lunch time.

GO WILD THESE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS AT
MOONLIT SANCTUARY KEEPER CLUB
Kids enjoy environmental activities, animal encounters and native animal care.
Day includes: interactions with dingo, python, off-limits animals, feeding animals and
food prep, animal enrichment activities. Learn about our animals, their conservation and
the environment. For ages 7-14 years.
Autumn 2021 School Holiday Dates:
Week One: Tuesday 6th, Wednesday 7th, Thursday 8th, Friday 9th April
Week Two: Monday 12th, Tuesday 13th, Wednesday 14th, Thursday 15th, Friday 16th
April
Cost: $90.00 per day
Small groups of 16 children per day.
Bookings essential as spaces are limited
Dress for the weather, wear closed-toe shoes and remember your hat or raincoat. BYO
lunch or purchase at the café.
Moonlit Sanctuary Wildlife Park
550 Tyabb-Tooradin Rd, Pearcedale
Phone 5978 7935
www.moonlitsanctuary.com.au
Open daily between 10am and 5pm. Keeper Club runs from 9am-2pm.

