
NEWSLETTER No 31 – 18th October, 2019 

 

 

 

 

       

 

CHALCOT  WEEKLY 

Growing a Supportive Community of Active Learners 
 

Chalcot Lodge Commitment to Child Safety 

Chalcot Lodge Primary School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.  This will be the 

primary focus of our care and decision-making. Chalcot Lodge Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse. 

Chalcot Lodge Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are 

safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives.  Particular attention will be paid to the 

cultural safety of Aboriginal children and children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, as well as 

the safety of children with a disability. 

Every person involved at Chalcot Lodge Primary School has a responsibility to understand the important and specific role 

he/she plays individually and collectively to ensure that the wellbeing and safety of all children and young people is at 

the forefront of all they do and every decision they make. 



 

 

Arriving to School on Time 

Unless arrangements have been made with our before school care service, it is expected that students will 

arrive at school at approximately 8.45am, as there are teachers on yard duty from this time until 9am.   

It is particularly important for safety reasons that children are not walking to school alone after 9.00am.  

Students who arrive after the 9.00am bell has rung, must be brought to the office by a parent or guardian 

to be signed in.  

Arriving late is disruptive to the child, as well as to other students, and negatively effects the organisation 

of the class and the ability of the child to quickly settle to set tasks for the day. 

Family Holidays 

As the holiday season fast approaches many families have begun organising extended family holidays. If 

you intend taking an extended holiday before the end of this year or early in 2020, could you please 

inform the office in writing as soon as possible. If the holiday is for more than 1 week a meeting to 

develop a student absence plan will need to be organised. 

Riding Bikes to School 

Just a reminder to all parents that our Years 4 to 6 students are permitted to ride their bikes to school with 

parental permission. We urge parents to check children’s bike to ensure they are safe to ride and that 

children are wearing Australian approved helmets.   

Balls on the roof 

As part of the strategy to reduce the incidence of injuries associated with working at heights, the 

Victorian Work Cover Authority introduced the Occupational Health and Safety (Prevention of Falls) 

Regulations 2003 for working at heights where there is a risk of fall greater than 2 metres. 

This regulation prohibits us to access heights of 2 metres high or greater. This includes the school roof 

and trees. 

A common reason for climbing on the roof or reaching up tall trees at school is to collect balls, and 

believe it or not, to collect shoes. Unfortunately, no-one, is able to retrieve balls, or any other objects 

from the school roof unless they have completed the Work cover Ladder training. 

Mr Logan Brown, the school maintenance man, has completed the necessary ladder training and is 

permitted to use a ladder.  Mr Logan Brown is with us every fortnight. If items go up on the roof 

unfortunately they can only be retrieved by Mr Logan brown on a fortnightly basis.          

If you allow your children to bring balls to school, we would ask that they be clearly named.  While we 

encourage responsible care of personal, school and other people’s property, we are unable to ensure the 

safety of such sporting equipment. 

Mobile phones in schools   

From Term 1, 2020 there will be a new mobile phone policy for all government schools. The policy 

means phones brought to school must be switched off and stored securely during the school day. 

The aim of this policy is to provide:  

• a safe environment to learn without inappropriate mobile phone use (including cyberbullying) or 

distractions  

•greater opportunities for social interaction and physical activity during recess and lunchtimes. 

The use of technology is important, but the risks and benefits from its use need to be managed. A 

summary of research articles is available below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mobile phone use in the classroom 
How smart is it to allow students to use mobile phones at school?  reports on a study of mobile phone 

bans in England. The bans led to: 

 Improvements in student achievement 

 An increase in test scores for students aged 16 by an amount equal to adding five extra days to the 

school year. 

Lower-achieving students made the greatest improvements.  

Mobile phones in the classroom: A helpful or harmful hindrance? outlines recent research. Phones can be 

a distraction and their removal from the classroom can see an improvement in student performance. 

Students who did not use smartphones in a lecture wrote 62 per cent more information in their notes and 

recalled more information than peers who were using their phones.  

'Schools need to react quickly': Education expert urges smartphone ban discusses smartphone use in 

schools. According to Finnish expert Dr Sahlberg, smartphone distraction is one of the main reasons why 

Australia is sliding down Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) rankings. 

Cognition and smartphone use 

Smartphones and Cognition: A Review of Research Exploring the Links between Mobile Technology 

Habits and Cognitive Functioning is a review of academic research on mobile phones. The review looked 

for evidence of effects of smartphone use on cognition. It reported that habitual smartphone use may 

have a negative and lasting impact on users’ ability to : 

 think,  

 remember 

 pay attention 

 regulate emotion.  

The Mere Presence of Your Smartphone Reduces Brain Power, Study Shows  

The research finds it doesn’t matter whether a smartphone is on or off or lying face up or face down on a 

desk - having a smartphone within sight or within easy reach reduces a person’s ability to focus and 

perform tasks, because part of their brain is actively working to not pick up or use the phone. 

Smartphones use by children and young people and wellbeing  
Increases in Depressive Symptoms, Suicide-Related Outcomes, and Suicide Rates Among U.S. 

Adolescents After 2010 and Links to Increased New Media Screen Tim shows that, on average, 

teenagers are spending six hours per day: 

 using the internet  

 texting friends  

 using social media. 

The surveys explores the links between the use of smartphones, particularity social media, and increases 

in depression, anxiety and reduced happiness.  

Dopamine, Smartphones & You: A battle for your time, a Harvard University blog discusses our desire 

to connect and seek validation through technologies and how this can lead to anxiety, poor sleep and 

unsuccessful social interactions. The blog explains how mobile phone content can influence our 

‘dopamine pathways’ and lead to a battle for more and more of the users’ time 

 

 

Paul Poliviou 

Assistant Principal  

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

https://theconversation.com/how-smart-is-it-to-allow-students-to-use-mobile-phones-at-school-40621
https://psychlopaedia.org/learning-and-development/mobile-phones-in-the-classroom-a-helpful-or-harmful-hindrance/
https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/schools-need-to-react-quickly-education-expert-urges-smartphone-ban-20180525-p4zhm4.html
http://www.oecd.org/pisa/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5403814/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5403814/
https://news.utexas.edu/2017/06/26/the-mere-presence-of-your-smartphone-reduces-brain-power/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/2167702617723376
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/2167702617723376
http://sitn.hms.harvard.edu/flash/2018/dopamine-smartphones-battle-time/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of the students who participated in and completed the Premier's Reading 

Challenge! 

Congratulations to the following students who received an award for reading the most books for their 

year level. 

 

Foundation- Maximus Duncan 100 books 

Grade 1- Ella Corrigan 67 books 

Grade 2- Indie Mann 47 books 

Grade 3- Eliana Kan 73 books 

Grade 4- Mikayla Kerr 71 books 

Grade 5- Dheera Rambukwella 35 books 

Grade 6- Johnathan Figueroa 10 books 

 

 

  



  



 

  



DIARY Dates  
DATES 

 
 

 

 

  

Wednesday 23rd Oct Little Frogs Playgroup 9.15am  - 10.45am 

Thursday 24th Oct School Council Meeting 6.00pm  

Sunday 27th Oct Yr 6 Bunnings BBQ 8.00am – 4.00pm  

Tuesday 29th Oct Junior School Assembly 2.45pm -3.15pm 

Wednesday 30th Oct Little Frogs Playgroup 9.15am – 10.45am  

Wednesday  30th Oct 2020 Prep Transition 2.30pm – 3.30pm  

Thursday 31st Oct Senior School Assembly 2.45pm – 3.15pm 

Friday 1st Nov Yr 1/2 Scienceworks Excursion $22 due by 27th October via Compass 

Tuesday 5th Nov Melbourne Cup  Public Holiday – No School  

Wednesday 6th  Nov Little Frogs Playgroup 9.15am – 10.45am  

Wed-Fri 6th – 8th  Nov Dental Van   

Wednesday 13th  Nov Little Frogs Playgroup 9.15am – 10.45am  

Thursday 14th Nov School Council Meeting 6.00pm  

Monday 18th Nov Parent Club Meeting 6.30pm  

Wednesday 20th   Nov Little Frogs Playgroup 9.15am – 10.45am  

Wednesday  20th Nov 2020 Prep Transition 2.30pm – 3.30pm  

Friday 22nd  Nov Yr 6 Mini Carnival   

Wednesday 27th Nov Little Frogs Playgroup 9.15am – 10.45am  

Wed-Fri 27th-29th Nov Yr 3/4 Camp  

Friday 29th Nov Prep Casey Safety Village  $11 due by 24th November via Compass 

Friday 29th Nov Yr 6 Graduation Photo 11.45am  

Wednesday 4th Dec Little Frogs Playgroup 9.15am – 10.45am  

Thursday 5th Dec Yr 6 Production Rehearsal  TBA 

Thursday 5th Dec Yr 6 Production TBA 

Monday 9th Dec School Council Meeting  6.00pm  

Tuesday  10th Dec 2020 Prep Transition  2.00pm  - 3.00pm  

     



  



 

 

 

 

     

CANTEEN NEWS – LUNCH ORDERS 

Cash lunch orders need to be delivered to the school 

office by 3.30pm on Tuesday afternoons. 

Online orders need to be processed via QuickCliq 

on Tuesdays by 8.30pm and lunch orders are 

delivered on Wednesdays’ at lunchtime. 

 
 

SUBWAY – LUNCH ORDER 

Please ensure Subway envelopes are fully 

completed and in the Subway box by 9.00am on 

Wednesday mornings.  

Subway lunches are delivered on Thursdays.  
 

UNIFORM SALES 

School uniform items can be purchased directly 

from the Beleza School Uniform Store at shop 7, 

151 – 159 Princess Hwy, Hallam, phone 

9702 3181.  Mastercard and Visa are accepted. 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL BANKING  

Don’t forget that THURSDAY is the new School 

Banking day and students should hand in their 

deposit book first thing on Thursdays. 

NOTE THE CHANGE OF DAY:  School Banking 

day is now on Thursdays. A big “Thank you” to 

those families who have supported this change. 

Unfortunately if your child hands their book in on a 

Friday we will be unable to process it. They will 

need to bring it back the following Thursday as we 

are not allowed to hold any deposit money at the 

school overnight. 

Rewards News:  NEW REWARDS available to 

order: Polar Pencils & Pencil Toppers, Water 

Skimming Bounce Ball, Arctic Owl Fluffy Keying, 

Scratch Art Cards, Fluffy Yeti Notebook, Icicle 

Slapband Ruler, Scented Stackable Highlighter & 

Snowy Origami Set. OLDER REWARDS still 

available for ordering, including some ‘new’ 

arrivals: Colour Change Markers (only 1 left), Epic 

earphones (only 1 left), Glow Light, Heat Reactor 

Pencils, Jump & Skip Rope (only 1 left), Knuckle 

Bones (only 1 left), Mighty Boom Handball, 

Outback Pat Bag Tag (only 1 left), Outer Space 

Savers Money Box (only 1 left), Pencil & Tech 

Case (only 1 left), Secret Scratch Pad (only 1 left), 

Slushie Maker Cup (only 1 left), Sparkle Glitter 

Pens, Tablet Case (only 1 left), Twister Power 

Handball, Volt Handball (only 1 left) & Zoom 

Flying Disc. 

OUT OF STOCK: The Smiley Emoji Keyring is 

no longer available. PLEASE NOTE: Order forms 

for the new rewards have been issued with the 

Parent Packs to all bankers, along with order slips 

for some of the older rewards. We always have 

spare order forms if you run out or misplace them, 

or you can just attach a note with your child’s name, 

banking ID number, class name and item they wish 

to order. Adding a second choice in case their first 

choice is gone is also a good idea. 

School Banking Helpers Are Still Urgently 

Needed. If there are any parents who are interested 

in volunteering their time to process School 

Banking, please come and join us on a Thursday 

morning from 9 a.m. It usually takes around 1½ 

hours. Please ask at the school office for directions 

to our work room.  

PLEASE THINK ABOUT WHETHER YOU 

COULD HELP, TO ENSURE THAT SCHOOL 

BANKING PROGRAM WILL STILL BE ABLE 

TO RUN IN 2020.  

Ingrid Williams  

School Banking Coordinator  

 


