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CHALCOT  WEEKLY 

Growing a Supportive Community of Active Learners 

 

CHALCOT CHOIR 

VISIT 

KINDERGARTENS 

On Tuesday 7th 

March, the Chalcot 

Lodge Choir visited 

various Kindergartens in 

the Endeavour Hills 

community. The choir 

performed classic songs 

such as  

Michael Finnigan, 

Twinkle Twinkle and   

Mr Clickety Cane, and 

of course the almighty 

Chalcot Lodge anthem. 

The students showed 

maturity and confidence 

as they toured and 

engaged with the kinder 

students. The choir had 

the kinder kids dancing 

the entire time and all the 

students, kinder and 

school aged, had a 

wonderful time. 

Thank you to Chalcot 

Kindergarten, Rose 

Garden, Little Stars and 

All Stars Kindergarten 

and Childcare Centres 

for hosting our choir. 

A big thank you to the 

Biggin & Scott's 

community bus and the 

staff at the Cranbourne 

and Berwick agencies.  

Garry, our spectacular 

bus driver was so helpful 

and cheerful we are very 

grateful for your help.   

Great job Chalcot Choir.  
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Harmony Day – Tuesday 21st March 

Our diversity makes Australia a great place to live. Harmony Day is a celebration of our cultural diversity – a day 

of cultural respect for everyone who calls Australia home. 

The message of Harmony Day is ‘everyone belongs’ the day aims to engage us in respecting cultural and religious 

diversity and foster a sense of belonging for everyone. 

To help us celebrate Harmony Day, we are encouraging all our children, staff and parents to come to school dressed 

in a cultural costume or wear something orange. Orange is the colour chosen to represent Harmony Day. 

Traditionally, orange signifies social communication and meaningful conversations. It also relates to the freedom of 

ideas and encouragement of mutual respect. 

To celebrate Harmony Day, we will be holding a special assembly for both the junior and senior school. The junior 

school (Years Prep to 2) assembly will be held from 12.30pm to 1.00pm and the senior school (Years 3 to 6) assembly 

will be held from 2.30 to 3.00pm. During the assemblies, students will have the opportunity to showcase their 

costumes and our choir will be performing a special song.    

Fascinating statistics about Australia’s diversity: 

 around 45% of Australians were born overseas or have at least one parent who was 

 we identify with about 300 ancestries 

 since 1945, more than 7.5 million people have migrated to Australia 

 85 per cent of Australians agree multiculturalism has been good for Australia 

 apart from English, the most common languages spoken in Australia are Mandarin, Italian, Arabic, 

Cantonese, Greek, Vietnamese, Tagalog/Filipino, Spanish and Hindi 

 more than 60 Indigenous languages are spoken in Australia. 

2017 Peer Mediators 

The Peer Mediation Program is an important part of our Student Wellbeing Program, which runs during Terms 2, 3 

and 4.  During Term 1, students in Year 5 who wished to be Peer Mediators were trained by Mr Evans about how to 

listen to other students and how to assist them in dealing with problems such as:  ‘I can’t find my friend’ or ‘I have 

lost my toy’. Peer Mediators are rostered to be available in the junior playground and wear brightly coloured tops so 

that they are easily spotted by students in the playground. 

The 2017 Peer Mediators will be presented with their badges at a special ceremony next Tuesday 14th March at 

2.45 in the hall.  Many thanks to Mr Evans for his ongoing work in coordinating this valuable program at Chalcot 

Lodge. 

Parent Club Disco 

The Parent Club will be holding their end of Term 1 Disco on Friday 31st March. Information has been distributed 

to all families via Tiqiz. The disco ball will be flashing from 10.00am to 11.00am for Years Prep to 2 and 11.30am 

to 12.30pm for Years 3 to 6.  

 

Students may come along to school in casual dress; however, as the disco will be held during the 

school day, casual dress must consist of footwear, which is appropriate and safe for school.  A 

reminder that no jewellery, hair colour sprays of any description or makeup is to be worn at school.   

The cost is $2.00 per child to attend the disco and a further $2.00 per child to come along in casual 

dress ($4.00 per child total), Parent Club has put a cap of $10.00 per family.  

 

Payment can be made through Qkr or cash payments will be accepted on the day. Cash payments will not be accepted 

before the day of the disco.   

Kinder Club  

Just a reminder that our first Kinder Club for 2017 will be held next Wednesday 15th March 

at 2.30pm. During Kinder Club, children will be participating in fun activities in the Prep 

rooms. This is a great opportunity for them to get to make friends with the other children, 

meet the teachers and become familiar and comfortable about coming to school.  Meanwhile, 

parents are welcome to relax in the staffroom and meet other Kinder Club parents.  

Labour Day Holiday  

Just a reminder that Monday 13th March is a public holiday for all Victorians. Have a great long weekend everyone!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Scratch, Scratch, Scratch………. HEAD LICE! 

During this week we have had several reported cases of head lice in the junior school.  We would urge all parents 

to check their children’s and their own hair.  Lice do not just infect children’s hair!   

It is essential that hair is treated with an appropriate shampoo and that the hair is sectioned off for thorough 

combing with a special fine toothed comb to remove eggs sticking to the hair.  Simply washing with your normal 

shampoo will not help.  Students with long hair should wear it tied back while at school. 

This may be “a great urban myth”, but I hear that once lice and eggs have been completely removed, spraying the 

hair with hair spray, especially around the hair line may stop reinfection.  I can’t guarantee this “remedy” but it 

may be worth trying.  

Some Helpful Tips to Help Prevent Head Lice 

Now that the Spring is approaching, we must be vigilant in our approach to preventing head lice. Here are some 

helpful tips.   

 Always check your children weekly and act immediately if you see them scratching (remember not all 

children who scratch have lice, but if they are scratching they may well be infected) 

 Use protective sprays, shampoos and conditioners to reduce the risk of infestation 

 If possible, keep hair short and keep long hair tied up. Remember lice do not fly or jump, they can only be 

passed on through physical contact 

 Use hair gel, it can help 

 Make sure children and friends do not share hair brushes, hats, towels, scrunchies etc 

 If your child contracts lice, please let the school know and as a courtesy tell the parents of your child’s 

circle of friends 

 

Monica Ghirxi 

Principal 

 
Healthy Eating 

Healthy eating has a long-lasting and positive impact on a child’s growth, development and health. 

Foods eaten by your child at school contribute greatly to their daily nutrient intake. These foods considerably 

influence their eating habits, growth patterns, energy, concentration levels and ability to learn. 

You have an important role to play in helping to ensure your child eats well and stays active. 

Healthy school lunch ideas include: 

 sandwiches or pita bread with cheese, lean meat or salad 

 cheese slices, crackers with spread and fresh fruit 

 washed and cut-up raw vegetables or fresh fruits 

 frozen water or milk, particularly in hot weather 

Highly processed, sugary, fatty and salty foods should only make up a very small part of your child’s diet. Foods to 

limit in school lunches include: 

 processed meats such as salami and pressed chicken 

 chips, sweet biscuits, muesli and breakfast bars 

 fruit bars and fruit straps 

 cordials, juices containing sugar and soft drinks 

You must let the office know if your child is allergic to particular foods. 

SchoolMate 

SchoolMate is an app for Victorian parents to help them understand what their kids are learning and to get more 

involved in their education. 

 shows parents a snapshot of what their children are learning in each subject, at each year level according to 

the Victorian Curriculum  

 provides tips for parents about what they can do at home to help their child’s learning suggests related apps, 

books, events and activities relevant to each subject area. 

How can I get SchoolMate?  

You can download it now for free from the App Store and Google Play. Please follow the link below 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/learning/schoolmate/Pages/app.aspx?Redirect=1 

 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/learning/schoolmate/Pages/app.aspx?Redirect=1


 

What Are Critical Thinking Skills? 
Have you ever solved a complex problem or engaged in a friendly debate with a friend? Even if your topic was 'Who 

is the best super hero?' you were using your critical thinking skills. Critical thinking uses all of our high-level 

thinking skills-- analyzing, synthesizing, evaluating, and reasoning--to guide thought, belief or action. We use these 

skills in our everyday lives (like when we defend Superman) and our academic lives to show how we solved a 

problem. With the push for students to think more critically these days, the development of critical thinking skills 

has become a major focus for our students and teachers. 

Why Does Critical Thinking Matter? 

Whether you're aware of it or not, you're always thinking. Our brains are machines that don't turn off. Many of our 

thoughts are a stream of reactions--'that tastes good,' 'I like that shirt,' etc. But sometimes we're called on to be active 

thinkers, especially in academic situations. In school we're taught not only what to remember and understand, but 

also how to think. If the teacher requires you to take notes and gives simple multiple choice tests, you are only being 

required, and therefore taught, to think on a low recall level. Teachers who ask many questions, interact with students 

during instruction and require them to defend their thinking are pushing for high-level thinking. Through our Inquiry 

and Investigations Programs we are definitely providing our students with the latter, an environment which is 

fostering independent critical thinkers. 

Student Support Service On Psych  

Please come and see me if you would like some information on how you can engage a free psychology service for 

your child. This service is offered free through OnPsych here at the school. They deal with a range of issues 

including: 

They can assist young people to:  
 Become more self-confident and feel in control of their world  

 Shift from feeling overwhelmed, stressed and vulnerable  

 Take more positive initiatives  

 Become more personally resourceful  

 Increase self-awareness and promote emotional intelligence  

 Improve social skills and clearer communication,  

 Foster more rational thinking and increase coping mechanisms  

 Promote more positive attitudes and self-assurance  

 Improve quality of relationships  

 Decrease school truancy  

 Create a clearer sense of life ambitions and long term goals  

They also deal with the following issues: 

 Anxiety  

 Attention deficit  

 Adjustment disorders  

 Bereavement  

 Conduct disorder  

 Depression  

 Eating problems  

 Obsessive Compulsive  

 Panic  

 Phobia  

 Psychosis  

 Post-traumatic Stress  

 Sleep problems  

 

Paul Poliviou 

Assistant Principal  

 

  



 

 

 

Congratulations to Grace Truong, Makayla Robertson and Johnathan Figueroa for 

attending the Division Swimming Carnival on Wednesday.  We are so proud of you for 

making it to this high level of competition!  Makayla Robertson placed third in her 12/13 

Girls Backstroke event, what a fantastic result.                

Amanda Thomas,  

Sports Coordinator 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5/6 students have participated in the Sporting Schools Soccer Program run over the 

last four weeks. The program was delivered by Melbourne Victory coaches that featured 

a variety of challenging and engaging activities.  The program ended with a mini soccer 

round robin and some prize giveaways.  If there are any 5/6 students interested in joining 

a local soccer club, please see Amanda Thomas for further details.               

Amanda Thomas,  

Sports Coordinator.                        

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOCCER PROGRAM  



 
 

CHALCOT ACHIEVER AWARD 

Congratulations to the following students who have been selected by their teachers to receive Chalcot Achiever 

Awards.  Chalcot Achievers will receive their certificates at assembly on Tuesday 14th March. 

Monday 13th March Labour Day Public Holiday No School  

Tuesday 14th March Parent Club Morning Tea 9.00am – Staffroom 

Tuesday 14th March Assembly 2.35pm – hall  

Wednesday 15th March Kinder Club 2.30pm – 3.30pm 

Sunday 19th March Environmental  Bunnings BBQ Dandenong 8.00am – 4.00pm  

Tuesday 21st March Harmony Day Assemblies  12.30pm – 1.00pm Prep – Yr 1  

2.30pm – 3.00pm Yrs. 3 – 6  

Thursday 23rd  March School Council AGM 

New School Council  

7.00pm – Staffroom 

7.15pm - Staffroom 

Monday 27th March International Comps (ICAS)  Payment due via QKR  

Monday 27th March Parent Club AGM 6.30pm – Staffroom 

Tuesday 28th March  Assembly – Froggy Awards 2.45pm – Hall 

Friday 31st March  End of Term 1 2.30pm dismissal 

Tuesday 18th April Term 2 Commences 9.00am start 

Tuesday 18th April Assembly 2.35pm – Hall  

Thursday 20th April Fun Run 9.00am – 11.00am  

Monday 24th April  Anzac Day Ceremony 9.00am 

Tuesday 25th April Anzac Day No School  

Thursday 27th April Parent/Teacher Interviews TBA 

Mon – Fri 1st – 5th May Year 5/6 Camp – Ace High Ranch Full Payment due 21/4 

Tuesday 2nd  May Assembly 2.35pm – Hall  

0AK Joshua Lacey 0CB Chloe Forte 

0MK Indie Mann 1/2L Jayden Singh 

1/2B Nadhia Azizz 1/2Z Kochloch Gatkuoth 

3/4A Valentino Lepe 3/4E Olivia Vargas 

3/4Q Nikayla Huon 3/4T Demi Running 

5/6C Troy Kanapathy 5/6P Caleb Simpson 

5/6S Mashood Ahmed   

DIARY DATES 

CHALCOT  LEGEND  AWARD - Oviya  Emmanuel 

Congratulations to Oviya for being selected to receive the Chalcot Legend Award.  Oviya has been selected 

for being a fantastic role model to other students.  She is kind, creative and always tries her best. Well done 

on a fantastic start to your Chalcot learning adventure! 

Oviya will receive her certificate at assembly on Tuesday 14th March.   

 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL 

CARE 

Child Care Benefit and Child Care Rebate 

available for all families. 

Morning: 7.00am – 8.45am Monday to 

Friday during school term, excluding all 

Victorian Public Holidays.  

Permanent/casual: $ 15.00. 

Breakfast is provided until 8.30am. 

Afternoon: 3.30pm – 6.00pm Monday to 

Friday during school term, excluding all 

Victorian Public Holidays.  

Afternoon snack and drink provided. 

Permanent/casual: $ 19.00. 

For program information, bookings or 

cancellations, please contact Honorine 

Bocks on 0400 194 859 on weekdays. 

Y.L.V Team 

 

UNIFORM SALES 

School uniform items can be purchased 

directly from the Beleza School Uniform 

Store at shop 7, 151 – 159 Princess Hwy, 

Hallam, phone 9702 3181.  MasterCard 

and Visa are accepted. 

Beleza order forms are also available at the 

school office.  When placing your order, 

you will need to make payment to the 

school either by cash or by completing 

your credit card details on the order form.  

Beleza staff will then deliver your order the 

school.  

 
 

 

SCHOOL BANKING  

Don’t forget that EVERY FRIDAY is 

School Banking day and students should 

hand in their deposit book first thing on 

Friday.  

WELL DONE! We’ve had a great start to 

the year, with 22 new bankers so far! Last 

week was especially exciting as it was our 

biggest week so far for the number of 

deposits (65!), and because one lucky banker 

was assigned number 200! 

If you’ve signed your child up online, and 

their book hasn’t arrived yet, we can still get 

them going if you have been given the 

account number by the bank. Just pop in to 

the parents’ room inside the library as soon 

as possible after 9 am on a Friday morning, 

or leave a message at the school office. 

REWARDS NEWS: Rewards can be 

ordered as soon as your child has 10 tokens.  

NEW REWARDS AVAILABLE NOW:  

Colour Change Markers and Cyber 

Handball. OLDER REWARDS STILL 

AVAILABLE:  Deep Sea Savers Money 

Box (1 left), Dollarmites Money Box, 

Outback Pat Bag Tag, Outer Space Savers 

Money Box (2 left), Sea Streamers (1 left) 

and Shark Keyring (1 left). 

MAJOR COMPETITION: Every banker 

aged     4-13 who makes a minimum of 15 

deposits before the end of Term 3 will be 

eligible to win a family trip to Tokyo 

Disneyland with spending money! There 

are 30 banking weeks in that time, so 

there’s plenty of opportunity to be in the 

running. For further details, go to: 

https://www.commbank.com.au/personal/ki

ds/school-banking/2017-school-banking-

grand-prize-conditions-of-entry.html 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
31/3/17: Last day of School Banking for 

Term 1 

Ingrid Williams  

School Banking Coordinator  
    

Primrose Hill Close, Endeavour Hills 3802.  Telephone 9700 4455 

chalcot.lodge.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Website Address:  www.chalcotps.vic.edu.au 


